
Police intervene over plan to bring illegal

immigrants to Suffolk, 

and my support for Higham as residents oppose

a new town

The chief constables of Suffolk and Norfolk police forces have written to the

Home Office attacking the plan to use RAF Barnham to house illegal immigrants.

The RAF base – which is just outside the constituency, but near Brandon,

Mildenhall, Elveden, Santon Downham, Eriswell and Lakenheath – is used by

the police as a training facility, and the two constabularies were in the process of

buying it.

Now the forces have been told to vacate the site in a matter of weeks. In their

letter to the Home Office, the chief constables say this will cause a “significant

reduction in our ability to train and maintain the specialist resources [we need]”,

creating “a substantial operational risk.”



And – very significantly – they warn “policing demand may increase because of

the proposed development of the site.” If you are opposed to this scheme as

much as I am, I urge you to sign my petition here.

Your voice in Parliament

 

The Home Office has made an urgent application to the Ministry of Housing to

allow it to house illegal immigrants at RAF Barnham. The department wrote to me

confirming the details. The application is for an Urgent Crown Development and if

granted, it means the Government will bypass local, democratically-elected

councils to impose its decision on West Suffolk. The Home Office says it made

this kind of application because of the “national importance” of housing illegal

immigrants – people who should not even be in our country. This is not yet a final

decision, and I will continue my fight against this proposal.

 

Higham is the latest community whose very existence is under threat thanks to

Labour’s housing targets. Early plans to build thousands of new houses in the

area were recently unveiled in response to the West Suffolk District Council call

for sites. I have always said – as part of my approach to development here – that

villages must remain villages. While we do need to build new houses in West

Suffolk – not least because of our proximity to Cambridge – the numbers required

do not necessitate a new town that would wipe out village life and undermine an

important conservation area. You can find about the local campaign group here.

https://www.nicktimothy.com/news/say-no-housing-illegal-migrants-raf-barnham-sign-my-petition-here?fbclid=IwY2xjawTYBLxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBPZjVhWFZ1azNRdGRiTHpFc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhuYNrJk2Lcm4dBAJhZUocmA7FdID4uVTaINpqCjlhp0SUJfN-tvH6OX20ia_aem_J5RHZ-5je8HpvBynnjHA6w
https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid02MzdU1Bk74KP2tpHCpi9zmR8opsS6JEs8oz5T7xjin8t49Rw4opWzhHCZz3cLtXHCl
https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid02MzdU1Bk74KP2tpHCpi9zmR8opsS6JEs8oz5T7xjin8t49Rw4opWzhHCZz3cLtXHCl
https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid0235AyrE1sUidxV6PtyhYZPsahhWhAAZjzxxq5eVJadH1ucybAuHqHrce2htHMFa25l
https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid02dJBNd2qQ5VENpjt4pza5YWJvqpRPM6oCYqa5Lz7957e58qsLUME4YyUmUr5GbnMsl
https://premium.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/group-formed-to-fight-development-of-possibly-thousands-of-h-9476439/


Regular readers will know of my work, as Shadow Justice Secretary, opposing

Labour’s early release scheme. This means killers, rapists and paedophiles are

due to be let out of prison early from September. In response, Colin Sutton –

Reform’s police and crime commissioner for Norfolk and their crime adviser – said

we should empty women’s prisons instead. Given that it takes a lot more for a

woman to receive a custodial sentence, meaning more female prisoners are in for

more serious crimes, I explained why I believe this would be a serious mistake.

This week, we learned yet more about the damage the Equality Act is causing our

institutions. Citing a disproportionate effect on ethnic minorities, a judge found the

police was racist for not allowing the promotion of officers under investigation for

misconduct. This follows a related story about how the Treasury, in charge of this

country’s finances, is not allowed to test job applicants on maths – because it

supposedly discriminates against ethnic minorities. In a video I published this

week, I explain why this insanity must end.

https://premium.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/group-formed-to-fight-development-of-possibly-thousands-of-h-9476439/
https://premium.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/group-formed-to-fight-development-of-possibly-thousands-of-h-9476439/
https://x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/2081358786049011785?s=48
https://x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/2082749835828994308?s=46


Listening to you

Last week, I asked for your opinions on the new prime minister, Andy Burnham.

The people of West Suffolk have not warmed to our country’s new leader: only 24

per cent believe his leadership will be a success. And respondents expect him to

put up taxes in his first Budget this Autumn: 78 per cent said so. Click here to take

part.

https://x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/2081358786049011785/photo/1
https://x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/2081358786049011785/photo/1
https://www.nicktimothy.com/news/two-minute-survey-new-prime-minister


This week, I am asking for your views about lowering the driving age to sixteen. In

rural areas like ours, I think there is a case for change, especially given the needs

of many young people who have to travel to sixth form or college. Please click

here for my latest two-minute survey.

Out and about in Suffolk

 

I visited the fascinating Ancient House Museum in Clare to see its great exhibition

on local artefacts. The museum had an impressive range of items, including a

papal bull from 1293 that was found under a local shop. Having spoken to the

curators, I plan to write to the British Museum to see what other artefacts they

have from West Suffolk.

https://www.nicktimothy.com/news/survey-lower-driving-age-16


St Margaret of Antioch in Cowlinge  is a tremendous church with a fascinating

history. Like other churches it is bearing the brunt of Labour’s decision to strip

churches of the right to reclaim VAT on repairs, putting our inheritance, identity,

and community spaces at risk of being lost forever. St Margaret’s is hosting a

classical music concert on 26 September – please do come along if you can.

https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid02m3p8A2TCPuFruJNTukdZMd3KRbg1DsPUwLd8EEzZm57U58gpnN7MMfkyWeTmm5nl
https://www.facebook.com/nick.timothy.official/posts/pfbid02m3p8A2TCPuFruJNTukdZMd3KRbg1DsPUwLd8EEzZm57U58gpnN7MMfkyWeTmm5nl


The Ickworth Estate at Horringer has always been a family favourite of ours, and

it has just opened its Summer of Play. Tens of thousands of people this summer

are expected to visit the estate and take part in a range of activities on offer. The

whole estate covers 1,800 acres of parks and woodland and I recently visited to

discuss the work to convert some of its remaining farmland back to woodland. I

would encourage you to visit if you are looking for a great summer’s day out.

In the media

My publication of the Home Office application to the Ministry of Housing to house

illegal immigrants at RAF Barnham was picked up by the BBC. The article records

some of the back-and-forth between the Government, local councils, and me, as

well as the local opposition to this proposal. As then report notes, while this is not

a final decision, it is a major escalation in the planning process.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0qv1g24vqvo


Official Ministry of Justice statistics published this week show more than 70,000

prisoners have been let out of prison early under the Government’s existing

scheme. Incredibly, more criminals have been recalled to prison than released –

showing the chaos of the scheme. And now Labour are due to extend the policy,

applying it to some of the most dangerous criminals, and letting many out just one

third of the way through their sentences. My response was reported by

the Daily Mail, The Times, and others.

Scrutinising the Government

Over recent months,  several cases have emerged where US servicemen

stationed at local military bases have escaped justice in an English court, instead

receiving more lenient punishments following dubious processes in an American

court martial. In the case of Sarah Steele I wrote to the Ministry of Justice asking

why British jurisdiction was so readily relinquished by the police, and I am pleased

to hear the Government will now be conducting a proper review. I am in touch

with others who suffered a similar injustice, and I will be watching the review

closely.

Last weekend, I worked with the Sunday Telegraph  to expose how Andy

Burnham’s new solicitor general, Andy Slaughter, previously accompanied

Jeremy Corbyn to a meeting with Hamas. I have long warned about the creeping

influence of Islamists in our public life, and this is yet another disgraceful

example.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0qv1g24vqvo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0qv1g24vqvo
https://www.dailymail.com/news/article-16016063/More-70-000-prisoners-set-free-early-Labour-scheme-pressure-mounts-Burnham-halt-future-releases.html
https://t.co/SC8PtNcgIM
https://x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/2075496454001394142
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jun/29/cambridgeshire-police-face-questions-sexual-assault-case-us-military?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/30/uk-ministers-police-justice-review-us-military
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/07/25/solicitor-general-met-with-hamas-terrorists-in-jerusalem/?ICID=continue_without_subscribing_reg_first


Surgeries and support

Parliament has now risen for its summer recess, returning in September, and so I

am looking forward to spending even more time listening to you in West Suffolk.

If you need any help at all you can reach me at nick.timothy.mp@parliament.uk

And if you know anyone who you think might welcome receiving this email, please

do forward this onto them and mention that they can sign up by writing to

nick@nicktimothy.com

Very best wishes

Nick Timothy

MP for West Suffolk

PS Please click here to sign my

petition to STOP the Forest City if

you have not already

done so. Many thanks

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/07/25/solicitor-general-met-with-hamas-terrorists-in-jerusalem/?ICID=continue_without_subscribing_reg_first
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/07/25/solicitor-general-met-with-hamas-terrorists-in-jerusalem/?ICID=continue_without_subscribing_reg_first
mailto:nick.timothy.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:nick@nicktimothy.com
https://www.nicktimothy.com/no-forest-city
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