Hello, I hope you are all keeping safe and well.

Spring bulbs are starting to appear, and if you're walking past the cemetery, you'll see that the
Cherry Trees planted three years ago now have their first blossom appearing.

Our first volunteer tidy morning takes place on Wednesday 4™ March between 10:30 and 1pm. We'll
be meeting at the Chapel of Rest and have a couple of things planned:

e Cleaning down another of the memorial benches ready for another coat of teak oil

e Sweeping up fallen leaves and using them to mulch around the new hawthorn hedge

alongside Cemetery Road

e Build dead hedge to left of compost heap & separate out branches from compost

e Some levelling
We may not get all of this done, but if you would like to join us, please contact me.

The parish council is working hard to advocate on behalf of residents to address a nhumber of issues,
including a reduction in in the speed limit on the A143 at Wickham Street from 40mph to 30mph and
improvements to drainage and surface issues on the Byeway and carriageway at Coltsfoot Green.
Don't forget to check out our report a problem page. If you have any highways or drainage/flooding
issues, please report them directly to Suffolk County Council Highways. Issues are prioritised, so the
more that are reported, the higher the priority for addressing them.

Bird Nesting season begins soon — if you are a land owner and have hedges running along Public
Rights of Way or Highways, there is still time to trim them back.

At our January meeting, the parish council
e Considered how to deliver on the Community Actions identified as part of our newly made
Neighbourhood Plan
e Agreed the budget for the next financial year (beginning in April '26), and the precept
£65,910 based on its agreed 3 year work plan
Reviewed its Risk Management Policy and supporting General Risk Assessment
Appointed Suffolk Association of Local Council’s as Internal Auditor for the current financial
year and confirmed that the clerk continue to act as its Responsible Financial Officer
e Considered nominations for the Alf Hicks Biscuit Barrel Award to be presented at the Annual
Parish Meeting on 30%" April. Noting the volume of nominations and the contribution that she
has made to the parish, agreed to award the Alf Hicks Biscuit Barrel Award to Diedre Smith.
You can find all the reports here

Our next scheduled parish council meeting is on 19™ February 2026. At this meeting the parish
council will be considering the following matters:
e Renewal of Insurance Cover in accordance with the Long-Term Agreement and Asset Register
e Authorising Due Payments for 2026-27 and Direct Debits
e Donations to Charities and Local Organisations (if you are aware of any local charities which
may benefit from some parish support, please ask them to contact the clerk by 20th February

Parish Council Meetings are open to the public so why not come along? If you would like to get more
involved there are lots of ways to contribute, by:

e attending meetings and asking questions

e joining in with volunteer events (tidying the cemetery, cleaning play equipment)

e joining the Road Safety Working Group

e becoming a Councillor- we currently have two vacancies!


mailto:https://wickhambrook-pc.gov.uk/?subject=Volunteer%20mornings
https://wickhambrook-pc.gov.uk/services-and-reporting-problems/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/potholes/report-a-pothole/
https://wickhambrook-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
https://wickhambrook-pc.gov.uk/meetings/?committee=full_council&view=all

If you would like to find out more, please do call me or one of our councillors, or come along to one
of our meetings. If you would like to be considered as a councillor, please take a look at the website,
and complete and return a co-option application and eligibility form to Hilary. We look forward to
hearing from you!

If there is anything you would like the parish council to consider at a future meeting, please do get in
touch with me.

Do feel free to forward this message on to neighbours, friends and family in the parish and ask them
to get in touch with me at clerk@wickhambrook-pc.gov.uk if they would like to be included in our e-
newsletter mailing list!

Thank you once again to everyone who has supported the parish council in its work this year.

Hilary Workman

Clerk for Wickhambrook Parish Council
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