WPC.25.11.03: Road Safety Update

Highways and Road Safety Update

Wickham Street — Request for reduction in speed limit from 40 to 30mph.

For background, see previous reports WPC.24.01.02; WPC.25.02.03; WPC.25.04.03 ;
WPC.25.05.06 and WPC.25.09.03.

At its February meeting (Min. 25.02.7.4 refers), the parish council resolved:
Recommendation ...
iii. The parish council approve the cost of contributing to:
a. A tube speed survey with vehicle class at not more than £45
b. A full report by Suffolk Highways into the parish request for a
reduction in the speed limit at Wickham Street from 40mph to
30mph at a cost of not more than £750.

At its September meeting (Min. 25.09.7.4 refers), the meeting agreed the draft report to
Suffolk County Council Highways prepared by the clerk, requesting a reduction in the speed
limit on the A143 at Wickham street and identified the following additional points for
inclusion:
That there is no signage indicating where residents crossing to footpaths, bus
Stops or play areas
e That the vegetation around signage is not cut back by Highways, reducing
visibility for road users
e That ideally, additional responses to the highways survey should be encouraged
(If hard copies could be delivered by councillors before the start of the pre-
referendum period (anticipated 6th October).

No further responses to the speeding survey which were received and a summary of the
responses has been included in the report.

The application submitted by the clerk to Passenger Transport, Suffolk County Council under
the BSIP funding for bus stop improvement works clerk has been acknowledged. Passenger
Transport have advised that straightforward applications (e.g. installations of bus shelters)
have been dealt with and that the parish council is likely to be contacted in the next
fourteen days for a site visit to be arranged prior to its application being considered in full.

The revised draft report for submission to Suffolk County Council, requesting a reduction in
the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph on the A143 from Wickham Street to Clopton is
attached.

Action:

Clirs consider the draft report and identify final amendments prior to submission
to Suffolk County Council (with a copy to SC Cllr Bobby Bennet and Nick Timothy
MP).

Hilary Workman
Clerk and RFO
November 2025


https://wickhambrook.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC.25.01.02_Road-Safety-Update.pdf
https://wickhambrook.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC.25.02.03_Road-Safety-Update.pdf
https://wickhambrook.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC.25.04.03_Road-Safety-Update.pdf
https://wickhambrook.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC.25.05.06_Road-Safety-Update.pdf
https://wickhambrook.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC.25.09.03_Road-Safety-Update.pdf

Request to Suffolk County Council Highways for a review of speed limits
and road safety measures at A143 Wickham Street

Introduction

Speeding in rural communities is a major concern which impacts on the safety and wellbeing of
residents. In recent years responsibility for tackling rural speeding has largely been passed to
local communities through the provision of VAS and the setting up of Community Speedwatch.
Enforcement seems rarely to be carried out by the Police or Suffolk Roadsafe and this
community feels abandoned by the two organisations whose role it is to protect and improve
their quality of life in this respect.

Background

Wickhambrook Parish Council first requested a reduction in the speed limit on the A143 at
Wickham Street in 2019. This request was supported by our late District and County Councillor
Mary Evans.

Results of the Tube Survey’s undertaken in January and March 2020 are attached at Appendix
A. They showed that:
e Excluding weekends, the morning peaks were between 8 and 9am, and the afternoon
peaks at 4:00pm, closely correlating with school transport times
e Mean 7 day average 85" percentile speeds were:
0 Southbound 43mph
0 Northbound 38 mph

Suffolk County Council in its response back to Wickhambrook Parish Council stated that there
was no case for a reduction in the speed limit for the following reasons:
e The relatively short length of built-up area didn’t give the impression of a village
e There had only been one recorded road injury collision in the past five years
e Speed survey showed the 85" percentile speed as 44 or 45mph
e SCC would struggle to bring the police on board with a lower limit that would require
enforcement
o Consistency of speed limits along the A143 which are predominantly 40mph or de
restricted
Wickhambrook Parish Council’s response (dated 28 September '22) is shown at Appendix B.

Residents of the parish have continued to raise their concerns over the past three years about
the impact of the existing 40mph speed limit on safety to residents, citing

o Vehicle to vehicle accidents

e Concern for safety of pedestrians crossing to access

Acknowledging parish residents’ ongoing concerns with respect to safety on the A143 between
Wickham Street and Clopton, the parish council commissioned two further Tube Surveys from
Suffolk County Council, which took place in June 2025, kindly funded by Clir Bobby Bennett,






The guidelines aim to ensure improved quality of life for local communities and a better balance
between road safety, accessibility and environmental objectives, especially in rural
communities.’

5. Local speed limits are determined by traffic authorities having regard to guidance
issued by DfT. This guidance applies to England and supersedes that previously
contained in DfT Circular 01/2006.

This guidance is contrasted with Suffolk County Council’'s current policy on setting speed limits
(which has not been updated since its adoption in 2014) in the table attached as Appendix D
which also summarises the current position with respect to the stretch of the A143 at Wickham
Street/Clopton Green.

It is important to note that it is established in law that a policy is a set of guidelines which may
be departed from and should be kept up to date. Parish Councils are expected, through
their annual audit, to demonstrate that their policies and procedures are regularly reviewed, but
Suffolk CC does not appear to have held itself to the same standard.

Road Safety

There is a mounting bank of evidence that speeding kills. The DFT report states that in 2022
speeding on rural roads accounted for 57% of road deaths and 68% of car occupant deaths but
only around 43% of vehicle traffic. 27% of deaths occurred on single carriageway roads.

The DFT guidelines state that as a general rule, for every 1mph reduction in average speed,
collision frequency decreases by 5% (P7) and yet Suffolk County Council continues to rely on a
Speed Policy which makes it very difficult for communities to achieve a reduction in speed
limits. Wickhambrook Parish Council supports the DFT’s aspiration ‘to encourage sustainable
local travel and economic growth by making public transport, cycling and walking more
effective’but this will only be achieved if residents feel safe.

The DFT guidelines state that mean speeds should be used as a basis for determining local
speed limits not the 85th percentile currently used by Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Police
(with a threshold of 25% of vehicles having to be recorded exceeding 35mph in a 30mph zone
before any action is taken). Wickhambrook Parish Council asks how this practice conforms with
the requirement to protect vulnerable road users and believes that setting such a high bar is in
effect a way of ensuring that enforcement rarely has to take place. This may be a resourcing
issue but this needs to be addressed urgently if rural communities are going to be made safer.

Road Wise? provides guidance on the chance of a pedestrian surviving being hit by a vehicle:
o at 40 mph there is a 90 percent chance they will be killed.
o at 35 mph there is a 50 percent chance they will be killed.
e at 30 mph there is a 20 percent chance they will be killed.
o at 20 mph there is a 2.5 percent chance they will be killed.

2 https://www.roadwise.co.uk/using-the-road/speeding/the-chance-of-a-pedestrian-surviving/




Accident Data

Accident reports obtained from Crash Map from the period 2017 (five years preceeding the
parish council’s first request to Suffolk County Council for a reduction in the speed limit) are
attached as Appendix E.

Included as part of this Appendix are links to local news reports highlighting the impact of the
accident in terms of road closures and call out of emergency services.

Recent installation of bus stop in layby at Stradishall
In May 2025 a new bus stop was established in the layby on the A143 near Howes Farm,
Stradishall, works having been instructed by the Passenger Transport Team.

The Bus Stop was established with the intention that the Community Transport operators
serving rural villages not on the main route (for the current 14/15/15X services) could provide a
feeder service, with the main bus services being able to stop safely.

Passenger transport reported (to SCC Councillor Matthew Hicks, see Appendix F) that
although there was a bus stop (at Wickham Street) this was deemed a potentially dangerous
place for the feeder service to stop and wait and for both vehicles to be stationary during the
transfer of passengers.

If passenger transport considers that it is not safe for two public transport vehicles to be
stationary whilst passengers transfer at Wickham Street, surely this should be considered an
acceptance by Suffolk CC that the current speed limit is not considered safe.

Concerns raised by West Suffolk Council

At a meeting with West Suffolk Council in November '25 with respect to grounds maintenance
at Clopton Green, West Suffolk have agreed to cut back and reduce in height a hedge at
Clopton Green (indicated as H on the plan below) to improve visibility on egressing at the
junction onto the A143. They have advised though that this would require the involvement of
Road Management (SCC) as it presents too high a risk for the West Suffolk Grounds Team to
work safely on the dangerous road.



Inconsistency of application of Speed limit policy across the County
In its reasons for rejecting a reduction in the speed limit to 30mph at Wickham Street in 2022,
Suffolk County Council cited that 40mph was consistent with speed limits on the A143.

This has been reviewed by the clerk, who has established, as demonstrated on the map insert
below that in fact the 40mph speed limit at Wickham Street (and Stradishall) are outliers, and
that the majority of village communities along the A143 between Haverhill and Diss have a
30mph speed limit, consistent with DFT 2024 Guidelines:

e Chedburgh

e Horringer

e Bury St Edmunds

e (Great Barton

e Stanton
Insert Map:

In fact, across the County, the majority of speed limits in village communities are set at 30mph
(see Appendix G).

Wickhambrook Parish Council Actions
Wickhambrook Parish Council has done everything it can to tackle speeding with:
¢ installation of village gateways (as recommended in the DFT document) to remind
drivers of the speed limit;
e engagement with Suffolk County Council and the Police about the problem of speeding
particularly on the A143 at Wickham Street.
e An application for installation of new bus stops under BSIP funding at Wickham Street
and Clopton Green to improve visibility and safety
e setting up of Community Speedwatch and regular collection of data
Wickhambrook Community Speed Watch group, supported by Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk
County Council and Wickhambrook Parish Council, has been operating since April of this year
with 8 trained volunteers. The group has conducted speed monitoring sessions on 30mph roads
in various locations around the village and at various times of the day and regularly sees
vehicles travelling over the 30mph speed limit, with some exceeding 40mph and 50mph. Since
the speed watch group began undertaking speed monitoring sessions the highest recorded
speed has been 60mph on the B1063. The details of all vehicles seen exceeding the speed limit
are passed on to Suffolk Constabulary.
e provision of VAS on all the main roads in the village (where the speed limit is currently
30mph - 9 sites).
Data from these are used to target locations and times for conducting speed watch sessions.
Since beginning to generate Traffic Analysis Reports we have recorded the following:
0 Ashfield Green
Max speed 70mph on 03/08/2025 at 14:50hrs - 85th percentile speed 39.1mph
0 Bunters Road
Max speed 90mph on 26/08/2025 at 19:30hrs - 85th percentile speed 38.7mph
o Cemetery Road
Max speed 55mph on 22/09/2025 at 19:00hrs - 85th percentile speed 30.6mph
0 Shop Hill layby - Near school

Max speed 65mph on 02/10/2025 at 20:15hrs - 85" percentile speed 35.4mph (entering
20 plenty zone)



Wickhambrook Parish Council is making a case for a reduction in the speed limit on the
Al143 at Wickham Street from 40mph to 30mph, consistent with the majority of
communities through which the A143 runs from Haverhill in the south to Diss in the
north.

Wickhambrook Parish Council’s Proposals

Wickhambrook parish council has surveyed its residents about their concerns of road safety
(attached as Appendix H) and proposes the following actions:

1. A 30mph limit on the A143 at Wickham Street for the full extent of the existing 40mph
limit (as shown in red)

2. Installation of new bus stops at Wickham Street and Clopton Green per the BSIP
application to improve safety and visibility for passengers accessing and egressing public
transport

3. Installation of a pelican crossing at the Wickham Street Junction to improve crossing
safety for foot traffic accessing or egressing bus services at Wickham Street (relied upon
mostly by school children and more senior and less mobile residents)

4. 30mph roundels to remind drivers of the reduced limit

5. Introduction of a 30mph limit on Church Road through to Coltsfoot Green (already a
30mph limit). Road is a narrow, single track and the original footway from Wickham
Street junction to All Saints Church has not been maintained. There is not enough room
for two vehicles to pass. This puts vulnerable road users at risk.

DFT guidelines state that a speed limit of 30mph may be considered for

“roads with a predominantly local, access or recreational function or if they
form part of a recommended route for vulnerable road users”. Wickhambrook
Parish Council requests a reduction in the speed limit along Church Road to make it
safer for the recreational users along the route.

6. Reinstatement of the pavement for foot traffic from Wickham Street to All Saints Church
on Church Road — currently there is no speed restriction on this road, despite SCC
designating the section from Malting End to Coltsfoot Green as a Quiet Lane

DFT guidelines state that

‘traffic authorities should only introduce 30mph limits and zones in the right places with local
support in urban areas and built up village streets that are primarily residential.’

The parish council believes that the continuing requests of residents and their views as set out
in responses to the survey this year demonstrate that there is local support for a reduction in
the speed limit.



The survey also demonstrates the fear of traffic which can affect people’s quality of life in
villages — specific concerns raised relate to the lack of safe crossing for vulnerable road users to
access and egress public transport or traverse the public footpath network in the parish.

Cost

DFT guidelines state that ‘many of the costs and benefits of a speed limit reduction do not have
a monetary value but should still be considered. These include conditions and facilities for
vulnerable road users’

Of the (five) collisions reported on Crashmap? since 20174, 80% resulted in periods of road
closure and the call out of emergency services which represent a significant cost both to the
local community and wider economy.

Wickhambrook Parish Council accepts that it might be required to contribute to any measures
agreed by Suffolk County Council. The DFT guidelines state that ...

“.. traffic authorities may find it efficient to produce speed limit orders for 20mph
zones or limits or to introduce speed limit changes as a result of rural speed limit
review, where these cover several roads, through one order covering all the roads
covered by the new speed limit.’

Producing one Traffic Regulation Order to cover the areas requested by Wickhambrook Parish
Council would significantly reduce the cost.

Views of Residents

Wickhambrook Parish Council submitted a previous request for the speed limit along A143 at
Wickham Street to be reduced. This was rejected by Suffolk County Council, however
Wickhambrook Parish Council would like this decision to be reviewed to take into account the
DfT’s 2024 guidelines (to which SCC should have regard) which state that concerns of residents
should be considered. This did not happen in 2022 and the views of the police did not appear
to have been sought.

As stated in paragraph 33 of the DfT report

‘... fear of traffic can affect people’s quality of life and the needs of vulnerable road
users must be fully taken into account to encourage these modes of travel and
improve their safety. Speed management strategies should seek to protect
community life.’

Concerns from residents about the safety of vulnerable road users have to date been ignored
and no case has been put forward by Suffolk Council to show how maintaining a 40mph speed
limit is in the best interests of vulnerable road users. The response by Suffolk County Council
focused solely on the needs of motorists. The DFT recommendation is that 30mph should be
considered where there are:

8 https://www.crashmap.co.uk/
45 years prior to Wickhambrook Parish Council’s first request for a reduction in the speed limit



137. Traffic Advisory Leaflet 01/04 (DIfT, 2004) sets out policy on achieving lower speed limits in villages. It
suggests that reasonable minimum criteria for the definition of what constitutes a village, for the purpose of
applying a village speed limit of 30mph, would be that there were both:

e 20 or more houses (on one or both sides of the road)

e a minimum length of 600m

138. If there are just fewer than 20 houses, traffic authorities should make extra allowance for any other
important buildings, such as a church, shop or school. Where the character of a village falls outside this
definition, local authorities are encouraged to use their discretion in deciding whether a lower speed limit is
appropriate.

A reduced speed limit would send a message to drivers that there are potential hazards along
the road.

Factors which could affect the decision to reduce the speed limit on the A143
Wickham Street to Clopton Green

There are 4 school bus stops on this stretch. Children from the village need to cross the
Al143 to reach them, this becomes even more hazardous at some points during the year
when roadside vegetation is overgrown and waiting to be cut by SCC or Havebury
Housing Association.

There is street lighting between the junction of Church Road with the A143 and Giffords
Lane.

There are 3 public footpaths and 1 Bridleway which junction with the A143 between
Wickham Street and Clopton Green. These are very well used by local dogwalkers, but
also walkers, some of which are tourists in the area on walking holidays). Currently
there is no designated crossing, resulting in a severance of the parish from one side of
the A143 to the other. Access to FP21 and Bridleway 48 from Clopton Green and
Giffords Lane is considered particularly dangerous, with poor visibility on a blind bend at
the brow of a hill.



Turning out from Church road and also from drives on the Bury Road is risky as visibility
is not good. Four of the five accidents listed on Crashmap have taken place at this
junction, resulting from vehicles exiting from Church Road into the A143. Recently, a
bus passenger was injured when a bus collided with a vehicle exiting from Church Road
(resulting in transfer to West Suffolk Hospital).

® Residents at Wickham Street do not feel safe exiting onto the A143 at Wickham Street
due to speed and visibility issues — consequently, a number have resorted to using the
layby which is set aside for the bus stop, causing further issues for access and egress to
public transport.
Conclusion.

Wickhambrook Parish Council considers that there is a strong case for a reduction in the speed
limit on the A143 at Wickham Street/Clopton Green when considered in conjunction with the
Department of Transport 2024 DfT Guidelines, for the following reasons:

There is a history of traffic collisions over the past five years, which have resulted in
injury to individuals and an economic cost resulting from the closure of the A143 and
call out of emergency services
Tube survey results from 2022 and 2025 demonstrate (on 7 day averages):

0 An increase in the volume of traffic over the past three years

0 Anincrease in the 85% speed south bound over three years
The effect that the higher speed limit of 40mph, combined with no designated safe
crossing points for vulnerable pedestrian users has on feelings of safety for residents
and the severance of the parish
The poor chance of pedestrian survival in the event of being hit by a vehicle:

o0 at 40 mph there is a 90 percent chance they will be killed.

o at 35 mph there is a 50 percent chance they will be killed.

o0 at 30 mph there is an 80% survival rate.
The lack of consistency applied by SCC in respect of speed limits on the A143 (and other
A Roads across Suffolk (Wickham St/Clopton Green and Stradishall being two of only a
few communities with the higher speed limit of 40mph).
The recent decision to establish a transfer bus stop out of Wickham Street on the basis
that to establish an engineered stop in Wickham Street was considered unsafe
The support of our current and former County Councillors, and Nick Timothy MP (see
Appendix H).

Wickhambrook Parish Council asks Suffolk County Council to fully consider a reduction the
speed limit on the A143 at Wickham Street/Clopton Green taking into account its comments,
the views of Suffolk Constabulary and having regard to the DfT 2024 Guidance.
























travelling at over 45 mph - this is likely to be the result of the downhill run into

the village around a left hand bend. The likelihood of pedestrians surviving a

collision is listed as:

0 at 40 mph there is a 90 percent chance they will be killed.
o at 35 mph there is a 50 percent chance they will be killed.
o0 at 30 mph there is a 20 percent chance they will be killed.
0 at 20 mph there is a 2.5 percent chance they will be killed.

Thus, even before taking into account that traffic at 85™ percentile is travelling 4-5mph
higher than 40mph (and thus increasing pedestrian risk of death in a collision) a reduction in the
speed limit from 40mph to 30mph would result in a 70 percent reduction of the risk of death for
each collision at speeds of over 40mph (roughly a third). There is no pedestrian crossing in the
village, and the bus stop necessitates pedestrians crossing a road with traffic at high volume and
speed. This is before you take into account that:

Heavy Goods Vehicles have increased in size and weight over the past twenty years, and the
A143 is the main route from Bury St Edmunds to Haverhill

As reported on a regular basis, by both the clerk and local residents — heavy rain results in
flooding and standing water on the A143 at Wickham Street which results in reduced visibility, spray,
damage to property and increased risk to pedestrians.

That it might be difficult to achieve is not a reason not to consider a

reduction in the first place.

o [ think we would struggle to bring the police on board with a lower limit that
they would have to enforce.
That it might be difficult to achieve is not a reason not to consider a
reduction in the first place - a dialogue with the police should be

started.

« there is a consistency of speed limits along the A143 which are predominantly
40mph or derestricted (60mph). This gives drivers a recognizable approach to
what’s expected of them and doesn’t support bringing in other limits. - I disagree
- there are 30mph speed limits in place along the A143 at Horringer and
Chedburgh, then again, and north of Bury St Edmunds - Great Barton, Stanton,
Wortham)

Would you please re-consider a reduction of the speed limit on the basis of the comments above
and advise?

Please could you also advise the outcome of the speed Survey at Stradishall, as the initial intention
was that reductions in speed limits from 40 to 30mph at both locations could be dealt with under a
single Road Traffic Order.

Hilary Workman
Clerk & RFO for Wickhambrook Parish Council

Tel: 07508 039810
E-mail: parishclerk@wickhambrook.org.uk - Please note the new
address

Website: https://wickhambrook.org/parish-council/#parish-council-contact




From: David Chenery <David.Chenery@suffolkhighways.org>
Sent: 10 November 2022 10:52

To: Hilary Workman <parishclerk@wickhambrook.org.uk>
Subject: FW: A143 Wickham Street - request for lower speed limit.

Dear Hilary, please see emails below.

regards

David Chenery

Safety and Speed Management Engineer
Growth, Highways and Infrastructure
Phoenix House, Ipswich, IP1 5NP
Suffolk County Council

Tel: 07713094158

Web: www.suffolkroadsafe.com

and suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport
Twitter: www.twitter.com/suffolkroadsafe
email: david.chenery@suffolk.gov.uk

From: Highways Safety and Speed Management
<SafetyandSpeedManagement@suffolkhighways.org>

Sent: 09 November 2022 20:46

To: Bobby Bennett (SCC Councillor) <Bobby.Bennett@suffolk.gov.uk>

Cc: Andrew Bramwell <Andrew.Bramwell@suffolk.gov.uk>; David Chenery
<David.Chenery@suffolkhighways.org>

Subject: FW: A143 Wickham Street - request for lower speed limit.

Dear Councillor Bennett,

Following the instruction to reconsider Wickhambrook Parish Council’s request for a
lower speed limit on the A143, | have reviewed Suffolk County Council’s collision
database, survey information, and site appraisal. | have also provided the Police
with a copy of the speed survey data, and the comments from the Parish Clerk
making the case for a 30mph speed restriction. Unfortunately, after considering all
the details relating to the request, both myself and the Police remain satisfied that
the existing speed restriction is appropriate and lowering the restriction to 30mph
would not be supported.

To provide further explanation, comments from the Police are shown below.

‘Whenever I review any application to reduce a speed limit I pay particular attention to
the current collision data and SCC’s Speed Limit Policy in general. I also review the
registered speed sites that are currently visited by SafeCam within Suffolk. Whilst data has
not been retrieved for some time with regards to SafeCam, the most recent data would
appear to correlate with that obtained by David and as a result there is no site recorded at
that location. There is a very real likelihood that any reduction in the limit may result in
poor compliance and this would fall upon ourselves to enforce. Since this is not an issue
currently and the collision data does not highlight any concerns, should there be any



changes to the existing speed limit, we would look for those changes to be achieved
through engineering measures in order to achieve self-compliance.

The lack of any collisions recorded at the vicinity are a strong indicator in my mind that
drivers are already identifying the need for care and driving appropriately. | am unaware
of the levels of pedestrian or cycling activity in the area, and I note that whilst much is said
about pedestrian survivability of a collision, nothing is said with regards to the volume of
pedestrian activity. Is this an issue and what are the likely factors that may generate
additional pedestrian activity? Again the lack of any collision data would suggest this is
not an issue that needs addressing.

The comments highlighting the issues with regards to poor drainage are clearly ones for
SCC to address but again, were there correlating collision data then I would be more
inclined to comment since, the absence of any suggests once again road users identifying
the need for care.

At this stage I would concur with David that this site does not appear to meet with the
current SCC Speed Limit Policy.’

Please be reassured that this matter has been thoughtfully investigated, and | am
sorry that this is not the outcome that the Parish Council would have been hoping
for.

Kind Regards,

Nicola Crane

Safety and Speed Management Technician
Growth, Highways and Infrastructure,
Phoenix House, Ipswich, IP1 5NP

Suffolk County Council

Telephone: 0345 606 6171

E-mail: customer.service @suffolk.gov.uk

























13. Setting speed limits at the appropriate level for the road
and ensuring compliance with these limits play a vital part in
ensuring greater safety for all road users. The relationship
between speed and likelihood of collision, as well as severity of
injury, is complex, but there is a strong correlation. As a
general rule, for every 1mph reduction in average speed,
collision frequency decreases by around 5% (Taylor, Lynam
and Baruya, 2000). For typical types of road traffic collisions,
the risk of death for drivers and pedestrians involved reduces
with reduced vehicle speeds and it is particularly important to
consider those speeds where the balance tips in favour of
survival.

(9) The estimated collision and injury savings should also be
an important factor when considering changes to a local
speed limit. Another important consideration when setting a
speed limit is what the road looks like to the road users.
Drivers are likely to expect and respect lower limits, and be
influenced when deciding on what is an appropriate speed,
where they can see there are potential hazards, for example
schools, built-up residential areas in towns or villages and
shopping streets.

Clopton Green and Wickham Street include
two greens, a children’s play area, an
extended built up area, four bus stops, one
cross roads, 10 minor road junctions and
three street lamps




18. Speed limits are only one element of speed management.
Local speed limits should not be set in isolation. They should
be part of a package with other speed management measures
including:

e engineering and road geometry that respect the
needs of all road users and raise the driver’s
awareness of their environment

e  education

e  driver information

e training and publicity

Within their overall network management responsibilities,
these measures should enable traffic authorities to deliver
speed limits and, as importantly, actual vehicle speeds that are
safe and appropriate for the road and its surroundings. The
measures should also help drivers to be more readily aware of
the road environment and to drive at an appropriate speed at
all times.

10 - A principal aim in determining appropriate speed limits
should, therefore, be to

provide a consistent message between speed limit and what
the road looks

like, and for changes in speed limit to be reflective of
changes in the road layout

and characteristics. The following are the important factors
when considering

what is an appropriate speed limit:

1. History of collisions, including frequency, severity,
types and causes;

2. Road geometry and engineering (width, sightlines,
bends, junctions, accesses and safety barriers etc.);

3. Road function (strategic, through traffic, local access
etc.);

4. Composition of road users (including existing and
potential levels of vulnerable road users);

5. Existing traffic speeds; and

6. Road environment, including level of road-side
development and possible impacts on residents (e.g.
severance, noise, or air quality)

There have been (4) road collisions
recorded on Crashmap over the past 5
years (2020 — 2024 — information for 2025
not available). A summary of these
collisions and the available reports is
attached as Appendix E. Two further
crashes have been reported at Wickham
Street in 2025.

Poor cutting of the verges at Clopton Green
reduces visibility for vehicles egressing onto
the A143.

Local residents using public transport are
generally more vulnerable (either children,
the elderly and/or limited mobility).




13. Primary roads and main distributor routes are typically
the A and B roads in Suffolk which carry traffic between the
larger settlements, or are major urban network links for
short — medium distance traffic. Drivers on these routes that

link larger settlements in particular will expect to be able to
make progress at reasonable speeds within the national
speed limits. Restrictions on speed should therefore be
considered carefully, with the economic and environmental

effects taken into account and ensuring that traffic remains
on the most suitable roads and is not displaced onto
unsuitable roads. In some circumstances a reduction from
the national limit would be appropriate such as where the

collision rate is above the average for the type of road and
specific measures to address the problems cannot be
identified. Such limits should be set at a level

appropriate to the geometric standard of the road and so
that the need for the limit is self-evident to motorists, or

signing is used indicating that it is for accident reduction

purposes.

20. Unless a speed limit is set with support from the local

community, the police and other local services, with supporting

education, and with consideration of whether engineering
measures are necessary to reduce speeds — or if it is set
unrealistically low for the road’s function and condition — it
may be ineffective and drivers may not comply with the speed
limit.

14. 14. The risk of collision increases within settlements and
the selected speed limit should be appropriate to the
potential dangers. Likely areas of concern within

settlements will include:

e junctions

e private accesses

o |ocal facilities (shops, post office, schools, public houses,
etc.)

e pedestrian activity (crossing the road, walking on
footways, walking on the carriageways)

Clopton Green and Wickham Street include
two greens, a children’s play area, an
extended built up area, four bus stops (with
no pedestrian crossings), one cross roads
and 10 minor road junctions.




In general, as the size of the settlement increases, so too do
the numbers of potential hazards. The need for a lower
speed limit is therefore self-evident and reducing speed
accordingly is accepted by motorists. Moving traffic,
particularly at higher speeds, gives rise to severance and
affects the quality of life in communities. A balance has to be
struck between the needs of the community and the needs
of motorists, particularly where roads are the main traffic
routes in the county.

The minimum length of a speed limit should generally be not
less than 600m to avoid too many changes of speed limit
along the route.

19...
Rural situation — villages

e Aclear village character with 20 or more houses (on one
or both sides of road).

e If just fewer than 20 houses, extra allowance should be
made for key buildings such as a church, shop or school.

e  Where the character of a village falls outside this
definition, discretion should be used in deciding the
appropriate speed limit

e A normal minimum length for a new speed limit would be
600 metres.

e This may be reduced to 400 metres where the density of
development over this shorter length exceeds 20 houses
and, in exceptional circumstances, it could be reduced to
300 metres.

22 houses directly on A143 at Wickham
St/Clopton Green

Children’s play area at Clopton Green and
main signed access to Wickhambrook
Surgery at Wickham Street

1.5km stretch from Wickham St to Clopton
Green




29. The estimated collision and injury savings should also be
an important factor when considering changes to a local speed
limit. Another significant factor when setting a speed limit is
what the road looks like to the road users. Drivers are likely to
expect and respect lower limits and be influenced when
deciding on what is an appropriate speed where they can see
there are potential hazards, for example, outside schools, in
residential areas or villages and in shopping streets.

30. A principal aim in determining appropriate speed limits
should be to provide a consistent message between the speed
limit and what the road looks like, and for changes in speed
limit to be reflective of changes in the road layout and
characteristics.

1. There may be specific local circumstances where it would
be beneficial to introduce lower limits than national levels
which do not meet the above criteria.

These will need very careful consideration and may include:

e where there is a particular collision history and a speed
limit is part of a remedial scheme which is signed as such

e where a limit may support an economic development
initiative such as in a tourist area and engineering
measures are taken to assist enforcement

e where there is a significant adverse environment impact
such as noise or visual intrusion and engineering
measures are taken to assist enforcement

e to achieve a consistency of approach over a particular
route

e at specific locations on national and local cycle networks
to assist cyclists

e at specific locations to promote walking routes

See Appendix F - consistent approach
would indicate a move to 30mph

Wickhambrook has a large network of
footpaths, some of which are severed by
the A143 with no safe crossing.




31. The following will be important factors when considering
what is an appropriate speed limit:

e history of collisions, including frequency, severity,
types and causes
e road geometry and engineering including width,
sightlines, bends, junctions, accesses and safety
barriers
e road function (for example, strategic through traffic
or local access)
e composition of road users including existing and
potential levels of vulnerable road users
e  existing traffic speeds
e road environment, including level of road-side
development and possible impacts on residents (for
example, severance, noise or air quality)
While these factors need to be considered for all road types,
they may be weighted differently in urban or rural areas. The
impact on community and environmental outcomes should also
be considered.
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1. There may be specific local circumstances where it would
be beneficial to introduce lower limits than national levels
which do not meet the above criteria.

These will need very careful consideration and may include:

e where there is a particular collision history and a speed
limit is part of a remedial scheme which is signed as such

e where a limit may support an economic development
initiative such as in a tourist area and engineering
measures are taken to assist enforcement

e where there is a significant adverse environment impact
such as noise or visual intrusion and engineering
measures are taken to assist enforcement

e to achieve a consistency of approach over a particular
route

e at specific locations on national and local cycle networks
to assist cyclists

e at specific locations to promote walking routes

See above

33. Different road users perceive risks and appropriate speeds
differently, and drivers and riders of motor vehicles often do
not have the same perception of the hazards of speed as do
people on foot, on bicycles or on horseback. Fear of traffic can
affect people’s quality of life and the needs of vulnerable road
users must be fully taken into account to encourage these
modes of travel and improve their safety. Speed management
strategies should seek to protect local community life.
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Furthermore there may be specific local circumstances in

relation to Community Speed Watch where small changes to
the extent of existing limits are acceptable even if the above
criteria are not met. Community Speed Watch in Suffolk is a
popular initiative which allows members of the community to

address the issue of speeding by becoming actively involved
in road safety by monitoring speeds at safe locations with
speed detection equipment. It addresses the problem of
speeding through the joint work of the police, local

community, parish councils and other partners. The aim is
not to catch as many speeding drivers as possible but to
reduce speed in areas of concern. The use of the speed
detection equipment requires a clear forward visibility on
100m from a safe monitoring point. There may be instances
where such a distance is not possible to achieve within the
existing speed limit terminals and careful consideration will
be given to small changes in limits, even if they do not meet

the above criteria, to allow speed watch to be undertaken.

Community Speedwatch is operating in
Wickhambrook, but is not currently
permitted on the A143 Wickham
Street/Clopton Green due to the speed limit
being 40mph.

It is likely here would be sufficient visibility
to establish a data collection point if the
speed limit were to be reduced.

23. It is important that traffic authorities and police forces
work together closely and from an early stage when
considering or determining any changes to speed limits. This
may be through the local road safety partnership
arrangements. It is also important that neighbouring traffic
authorities work closely together, especially where roads cross
boundaries, to ensure speed limits remain consistent. As part
of the process of making a speed limit order, consultation of
those affected is of great importance and, together with good
information about planned changes, this will improve support
for and compliance with new limits. The legislative
requirements are summarised in The legislative framework.




36. Mean speed and 85th percentile speed (the speed at or
below which 85% of vehicles are travelling) are the most
commonly used measures of actual traffic speed. Traffic
authorities should continue to routinely collect and assess
both, but mean speeds should be used as the basis for
determining local speed limits.

37. For most roads, there is a consistent relationship between
mean speed and 85th percentile speed. Where this is not the
case, it will usually indicate that drivers have difficulty in
deciding the appropriate speed for the road, suggesting that a
better match between road design and speed limit is required.
It may be necessary to consider additional measures to reduce
the larger-than-normal difference between mean and 85th
percentile speeds or to bring the speed distribution more in
line with typical distributions. The aim of local speed limits
should be to align the speed limit to the conditions of the road
and road environment.

There is a disparity between the mean
speed (apx 38mph) and the 85 percentile
speed (44-45mph) indicating that divers
have difficulty deciding the appropriate
speed for the road.

67. In the Strategic Framework for Road Safety (May 2011),
DfT announced that it would provide a new speed limit
appraisal tool to help local authorities assess the full costs and
benefits of any proposed schemes and help make evidence-
based decisions to introduce local speeds that reflect the
needs of all road users.

It is government policy that a 30mph speed limit should be the
norm in villages. It may also be appropriate to consider 20mph
zones and limits in built-up village streets. But it is important
to consider the safety case and to seek local support before
doing so.




137. Traffic Advisory Leaflet 01/04 (DfT, 2004) sets out policy
on achieving lower speed limits in villages. It suggests that
reasonable minimum criteria for the definition of what
constitutes a village, for the purpose of applying a village
speed limit of 30mph, would be that there were both:

e 20 or more houses (on one or both sides of the road)

e a minimum length of 600m
138. If there are just fewer than 20 houses, traffic authorities

should make extra allowance for any other important
buildings, such as a church, shop or school. Where the
character of a village falls outside this definition, local
authorities are encouraged to use their discretion in deciding
whether a lower speed limit is appropriate.

Wickham Street/Clopton Green meet this
criteria.




Appendix F

From: Matthew Hicks (SCC Councillor) <Matthew.Hicks@suffolk.gov.uk>

Sent: 20 May 2025 13:54

To: Kevin Grimes_; Bobby Bennett (SCC Councillor)
<Bobby.Bennett@suffolk.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: From Kevin Grimes

Dear Kevin

Thank you for your email regarding the bus stop in the layby on the A143 near Howes Farm
Stradishall. Works to construct the stop at this location were requested by the Passenger Transport
team. | have now heard back from the team.

The current 14/15/15X bus services travel predominantly along the main A143 between Haverhill
and Bury St Edmunds. It is the intention that the Community Transport operators who serve those
rural villages not on the main bus route will collect residents and connect them with the 14/15/15X
services. These services provide important links to Bury St Edmunds town centre and also West
Suffolk Hospital.

In order for these connections to happen, a stop was required where both the feeder service
(Community Transport) and main local bus service can stop safely. Although there is a bus stop
further along the road, we deemed this a potentially dangerous place for the feeder service to stop
and wait and for both vehicles to be stationary during the transfer of passengers. The large layby, off
the main carriageway was seen as an ideal place for this to happen.

Hope that helps.
Kind regards

Matthew

Matthew Hicks

Leader of Suffolk County Council

County Councillor for the Thredling Division
Tel : 01728 628176 Mob : 07824 474741
E-mail : matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk
Twitter: @HicksClIr




Appendix E

Accident Data for Wickham Street to Clopton Green—2017 - 2024’

06/11/2023 - Suffolk News — Road closed between 3:44pm and 6:18pm —three injured.

26/11/2024 - East Anglian Daily Times — Road closed between 2 and 4pm — one woman
sustained back injury and taken to WSH

" Data not currently available for 2025, but * accidents reported to date this year.



Crash Date:

Highest Injury Severity:
Highway Authority:

Local Authority:

Weather Description:
Road Surface Description:
Speed Limit:

Light Conditions:
Carriageway Hazards:
Junction Detail:

Junction Pedestrian Crossing:
Road Type:

Junction Control:

Thursday, November 10, 2022

Slight Road Number:

Suffolk

West Suffolk

Fine without high winds

Dry

40

Daylight: regardless of presence of streetlights
None

Unknown

No physical crossing facility within 50 metres
Single carriageway

Give way or uncontrolled

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services

Time of Crash:

Validated Data

Crash Reference: 2022371241257

Casualties: 2

Vehicles: 2

OS Grid Reference: 575810 254120

&
&
\
&
“%, o
<
%%%




Validated Data

Crash Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 Time of Crash:  10:02:00 Crash Reference: 2022371241257

Vehicles Involved

Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle Driver Driver Age Vehicle Maneouvre First Point of Journey Purpose Hit Object - On Hit Object - Off

Ref Type Age Gender Band Impact Carriageway Carriageway

Car Female Vehicle is moving off Nearside Journey as part of
(excluding work

private
hire cars
2005
onwards)
2 Car 15 Male 66 -75 Unknown Front Unknown None None
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)

Casualties

Vehicle Casualty Ref Injury Casualty Class Gender Age Band Pedestrian Location Pedestrian Movement

Ref Severity

2 1 Slight Driver or rider Male 66 -75 Unknown or other Unknown or other

2 2 Slight Vehicle or pillion passenger Female 56 - 65 Unknown or other Unknown or other

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services



Validated Data

Crash Date: Saturday, July 22, 2023 Time of Crash:  17:53:00 Crash Reference: 2023371333376
Highest Injury Severity: Slight Road Number: U Casualties: 3

Highway Authority: Suffolk Vehicles: 2

Local Authority: West Suffolk OS Grid Reference: 576027 254548
Weather Description: Raining without high winds @ o
Road Surface Description: Wet or Damp -
Speed Limit: 40 Fs*

Light Conditions: Daylight: regardless of presence of streetlights &

Carriageway Hazards: None ﬁ

Junction Detail: Not at or within 20 metres of junction I

Junction Pedestrian Crossing: No physical crossing facility within 50 metres y

Road Type: Single carriageway

Junction Control: Unknown g

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services



Crash Date: Saturday, July 22, 2023 Time of Crash:

Vehicles Involved

Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle
Ref Type Age

Driver
Gender

Driver Age
Band

Vehicle Maneouvre First Point of

Impact

Car Female
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)

Vehicle is in the act of turning right

Nearside

17:53:00

Journey Purpose

Unknown

Validated Data

Crash Reference: 2023371333376

Hit Object - On
Carriageway

Hit Object - Off
Carriageway

1 Car 15 Male
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)

16 - 20 Unknown Front

Unknown

None

None

Casualties

Vehicle Casualty Ref Injury Casualty Class Gender Age Band Pedestrian Location

Ref Severity

Pedestrian Movement

Slight Driver or rider Male 16 - 20 Unknown or other

Unknown or other

Slight Vehicle or pillion passenger Female 0-5 Unknown or other

Unknown or other

Slight Driver or rider Female 36 -45 Unknown or other

Unknown or other

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services



Crash Date:

Highest Injury Severity:
Highway Authority:

Local Authority:

Weather Description:
Road Surface Description:
Speed Limit:

Light Conditions:
Carriageway Hazards:
Junction Detail:

Junction Pedestrian Crossing:
Road Type:

Junction Control:

Monday, November 6, 2023

Slight Road Number:

Suffolk

West Suffolk

Fine without high winds

Wet or Damp

30

Daylight: regardless of presence of streetlights
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Single carriageway

Give way or uncontrolled

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

Time of Crash:

15:44:00
A143

Validated Data

Crash Reference: 2023371372245

Casualties: 1
Vehicles: 4

OS Grid Reference: 575817 254130

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services
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Validated Data

Crash Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 Time of Crash:  15:44:00 Crash Reference: 2023371372245

Vehicles Involved

Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle Driver Driver Age Vehicle Maneouvre First Point of Journey Purpose Hit Object - On Hit Object - Off

Ref Type Age Gender Band Impact Carriageway Carriageway

Car Female Vehicle is waiting to turn right Unknown
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)
2 Car 16 Male 36 -45 Unknown Front Missing None None
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)
3 Car 13 Female 21-25 Vehicle is waiting to proceed normally but is held Offside Commuting to/from None None
(excluding up work
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)
4 Car 0 Female 16 - 20 Vehicle is waiting to proceed normally but is held Offside Missing None None
(excluding up
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)

Casualties

Vehicle Casualty Ref Injury Casualty Class Gender Age Band Pedestrian Location Pedestrian Movement
Ref Severity

Driver or rider Female Unknown or other Unknown or other

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services



Crash Date:

Highest Injury Severity:
Highway Authority:

Local Authority:

Weather Description:
Road Surface Description:
Speed Limit:

Light Conditions:
Carriageway Hazards:
Junction Detail:

Junction Pedestrian Crossing:
Road Type:

Junction Control:

Tuesday, November 26, 2024

Slight Road Number:

Suffolk

West Suffolk

Fine without high winds

Wet or Damp

40

Daylight: regardless of presence of streetlights
None

Unknown

Unknown

Single carriageway

Stop sign

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services

Time of Crash:

Validated Data

Crash Reference: 2024371521882

Casualties:

Vehicles:

OS Grid Reference:

1

2

575806 254125
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Validated Data

Crash Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 Time of Crash:  14:00:00 Crash Reference: 2024371521882

Vehicles Involved

Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle Driver Driver Age Vehicle Maneouvre First Point of Journey Purpose Hit Object - On Hit Object - Off

Ref Type Age Gender Band Impact Carriageway Carriageway

Car Female Vehicle is in the act of turning left
(excluding
private
hire cars
2005
onwards)

Did not impact Unknown

2 Bus or 19 Male 26 - 35 Unknown Did not impact Journey as part of None None
coach (17 work
or more
passenger
seats)

Casualties

Vehicle  Casualty Ref Injury Casualty Class Gender Age Band Pedestrian Location Pedestrian Movement

Ref Severity

Slight Vehicle or pillion passenger Female Unknown or other Unknown or other

For more information about the data please visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/faq

To subscribe to unlimited reports using CrashMap Pro visit: www.crashmap.co.uk/home/premium_services




Appendix F

From: Matthew Hicks (SCC Councillor) <Matthew.Hicks@suffolk.gov.uk>

Sent: 20 May 2025 13:54

To: Kevin Grimes_; Bobby Bennett (SCC Councillor)
<Bobby.Bennett@suffolk.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: From Kevin Grimes

Dear Kevin

Thank you for your email regarding the bus stop in the layby on the A143 near Howes Farm
Stradishall. Works to construct the stop at this location were requested by the Passenger Transport
team. | have now heard back from the team.

The current 14/15/15X bus services travel predominantly along the main A143 between Haverhill
and Bury St Edmunds. It is the intention that the Community Transport operators who serve those
rural villages not on the main bus route will collect residents and connect them with the 14/15/15X
services. These services provide important links to Bury St Edmunds town centre and also West
Suffolk Hospital.

In order for these connections to happen, a stop was required where both the feeder service
(Community Transport) and main local bus service can stop safely. Although there is a bus stop
further along the road, we deemed this a potentially dangerous place for the feeder service to stop
and wait and for both vehicles to be stationary during the transfer of passengers. The large layby, off
the main carriageway was seen as an ideal place for this to happen.

Hope that helps.
Kind regards

Matthew

Matthew Hicks

Leader of Suffolk County Council

County Councillor for the Thredling Division
Tel : 01728 628176 Mob : 07824 474741
E-mail : matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk
Twitter: @HicksClIr




Appendix G

Summary of Speed Limits on A143 and other A Roads in Suffolk
A143

Wickham Street — Clopton Green

Chevington

Horringer

Great Barton



Stanton

Wattisfield



A140 Scole — Needham Market

Brockford Street

Little Stonham

Pains Hill

Earl Stonham



A1088 Elmswell to Thetford

Norton

Stowlangtoft



Ixworth Thorpe

Honnington

Fakenham



Euston



A1101 Bury St Edmunds to Mildenhall

Fornham All Saints

Hengrave



Flempton

Lackford



Icklingham






A134 Sudbury to Thetford






Appendix H

2025 Speeding Questionnaire

The Speeding Questionnaire was prepared for the 2025 Wickhambrook Fete and Flower Show, and
was also available as a Google Form over the summer. We received 33 responses to the survey. All
respondents agreed that speeding is a problem in the parish of Wickhambrook. Their more detailed
responses are summarised below overleaf.
Roads Where Speeding is a
Concer in Wickhambrook

30

20
0 L — —

A143 Wickham Street B1063 Church Road The Duddery

Church Road and the Duddery were identified as roads of concern, as unlike many other lanes in
Wickhambrook, they are not currently speed restricted (Despite the Duddery forming part of the
Quiet Lanes network).

Support for a reductionin the
speed limit on road identified

by respondent
102.00%
100.00%
98.00%
96.00% -
94.00% Al roads identified A143
Respondent Supports

Community Effort to Raise
Additional Funds

Yes No No Response

100.00%

50.00%

0.00%

H Allroads identified ®WA 143

When asked, respondents made the following suggestions for improving the safety on the A143 in
Wickham Street:

e Traffic calming measures — speed bumps
Making Church Lane one way allowing traffic to only turn in off the A143
Police cameras and signs to reduce speed (there are existing 40mph speed signs)
More signage for junctions, bus stops, playground and footpaths crossing the road
Improving visibility at Wickham Street crossroads
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